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MYCOTOXINS

Action required: Following Dr. Ray Smith’s presentation the
Committee is invited to discuss and consider any relevant follow-up
action.
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MYCOTOXINS

Purpose

1. At its last meeting on 30 November 2004, a member of the Committee
asked for information concerning the effects of feed mycotoxins on
livestock and consumers of animal—derived feed. It is hoped that the
presentation will help satisfy this request. Copies of the slides to be used in
the presentation are attached.

2. Members are invited to discuss and consider any relevant follow-up action.

ACAF Secretariat
Food Standards Agency
January 2005
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• What are mycotoxins?
• Flow do they get into animal feed?
• ‘What types of mycotoxins are there?
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How do these get into animal
feed?

• Mould started to grow on •feedcomponen
(e.g. grains) pre-harvest - ~field
mycotoxins’.

• Mould started to grow on feed post-harvest
- ‘storage mycQtoxins’.

• Toxin already present in commodity detived
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What legislation controls the presence of
these substances in feed?

The Undesirable Substances in Feed
Directive (2002/32) contains maximum
permitted levels (MPLs) for aflatoxin B1
(AFB1), This Directive is implemented here
by The Feeding Stuffs Regulations.

• So far, there are no other MPLs for
m3cotoxins in feed.
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What are the consequencbs for the
presence of mycotoxins in feed?.-contd

• For livestock - these are susceptible to
varying degrees to mycotoxins in feed.

• Pigs seem to be particularly sensitive to
DON and zearalenone (ZEN.).

- What are the consequences for the

presehce of mycotoxins in feed? cdritd

• ZEN - a Fuswiw
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- What are th~ consequences fOr the
presence oF’ mycotoxins in fecd?-contd

• OA - a storage mycotoxin from ~lSpergilfZL,
Penicilliuni spp..

• Can be present in cereals, plus imported
f a dpeanut
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What data do the.FSA have~on
- oceunence in feed? -

0.4 - most samples were below the limit Of
determination, otherwise only very low
levels were generally found.

What role has EFSA played?
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